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would have the sole power of declaring war and would be
closely joined with the executive in making treaties and appoint-
ing national officers. The single executive, chosen also during
good behavior, would have virtually monarchical powers, in-
cluding a negative on all laws "about to be passed/' The gover-
nors of the separate states would be appointed by the "General
Government" and would have the power to negative all laws in
their respective states.
Having read the outline of his plan, Hamilton went over the
suggestions point by point with "explanatory observations/' and
then concluded, according to Yates's notes, with a fling at the
other plans before the Convention. "I confess that this plan and
that from Virginia are very remote from the idea of the people.
Perhaps the Jersey plan is nearest their expectation. But the
people are gradually ripening in their opinions of government
—they begin to be tired of an excess of democracy—and what is
even the Virginia plan, but pork still, with a little change of the
sauce?"
Hamilton's proposals, so energetic, so Hamiltonian, were sup-
ported by no other delegate, and were not even discussed. The
next day, June 19, Madison spoke on the New Jersey plan with
theoretical acuteness and practical good sense. In particular he
reminded the small states that "their pertinacious adherence to
an inadmissable plan" might prevent the adoption of any plan.
Then if the union were dissolved, and they became independent
republics, would they not be in more danger from aggressive
neighbors than from any general government? And if they en-
tered into any of the regional confederacies likely to be formed,
could they expect that their larger neighbors would confederate
with them on terms more favorable than those proposed by the
Virginia plan?
When it came to a vote deciding in effect between the Virginia
and the New Jersey plans, Connecticut voted with the Virginia
supporters. New York, New Jersey, and Delaware were still op-
posed, and Maryland was divided. The committee of the whole
then rose and reported itself to the Convention as in favor of the
Virginia plan, which was therefore resubmitted.
Before it was taken up again for consideration, several inter-
esting remarks were made in the house about the sovereignty of
the states. King of Massachusetts said that the terms "states,"

